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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 CRENSHAW WOMEN’S CENTER 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: 1009 Crenshaw LP           1009 Crenshaw LP 
 1009 Crenshaw Boulevard          3470 Wilshire Boulevard, Ste 700 
 Los Angeles, CA  90019                  Los Angeles, CA  90010 
 
 Urban Commons Crenshaw Blvd, LLC 
 10250 Constellation Blvd, #1750 
 Los Angeles, CA  90076 
 
APPLICANTS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney 
 Gosney Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants 
 6444 Kraft Avenue 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606 
 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: June 17, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of July 31, 2021 is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 
 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-1448-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-1449-CE   
 
Location: 1025-1029 S. Crenshaw Boulevard  
Council District: 10 – Ridley-Thomas 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Land Use: Neighborhood Office Commercial 
Zoning: C2-1-O 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Olympic Park 
Legal Description: N.C. Kelley’s Montview Tract,  
                             Lot 54 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
  
  
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—April 29, 2021 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The Crenshaw Women’s Center “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, 
economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” as a pioneering venue 
for lesbian education, health, and empowerment in Los Angeles, and a rare example in 
the Wilshire area of institutional development associated with the Gay Liberation 
Movement. The subject property is also significant for its association with the Women’s 
Liberation Movement in Los Angeles as a support center for women and women’s rights. 
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Crenshaw Women’s Center is a one-story former duplex now used for commercial purposes 
located on S. Crenshaw Boulevard between W. Olympic Boulevard and W. Country Club Drive in 
the Oxford Square neighborhood of Los Angeles. Originally sited at 900 S. Norton Avenue, the 
subject property was constructed in 1920 in a vernacular architectural style for owner Burton 
Stevens. The structure was relocated to its current location in 1927 and converted from a 
residential duplex to office/retail use in 1987. From 1970 to 1972, the subject property served as 
the location for the Crenshaw Women’s Center, a feminist rights organization that provided a 
meeting space for feminist groups, mental health, self-help guidance, and other services for 
women, as well as hosted support programs for gay women. 
 
Amid the Women’s Liberation Movement of the early 1960s through the 1980s, feminists Joan 
Ellen Hoffman Robbins, Dorothy Bricker, and Marianne Yatrovsky opened the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center (a.k.a. Women’s Liberation Center) in January 1970. Using other women’s 
centers across the country as models, the Crenshaw Women’s Center offered a speakers’ 
bureau, bookstand, counseling, a volunteer switchboard, and a Women’s Liberation School to 
teach women practical skills and encourage them to be more self-reliant. The Crenshaw Women’s 
Center was also the site of Women’s Self-Help One established by Carol Downer and Lorraine 
Rothman in 1971, which taught women about contraception, their bodies, and reproductive 
systems and became a model for the national Self-Help movement. In addition, the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center was the weekly meeting place for Gay Women’s Liberation, the first lesbian 
feminist group in Los Angeles. The Gay Women’s Liberation (later called Lesbian Feminists) 
hosted a lesbian suicide hotline, supported the medical needs of lesbians, and generally sought 
to include lesbians in work surrounding women’s health and well-being. Another program hosted 
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at the Center was the Anti-Rape Squad, which supported victims of sexual assault and worked to 
change public perception of violence against women. By August 1970, more than 1,500 women 
were affiliated with the Crenshaw Women’s Center through its feminist groups, programming, or 
the Center’s newsletter, which was essential to the organization’s growth. By 1972, the year the 
center closed, that newsletter had the largest circulation and national readership of any feminist 
publication, with 2,700 subscribers. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with textured stucco cladding 
and has a clipped gable roof with composition shingles. The primary, east-facing elevation has 
two concrete entry porches with stairs oriented toward each other that lead to single wooden 
doors. The door to the north has a steel security door. Fenestration includes multiple aluminum 
fixed and sliding windows, most of which are covered with security bars. There is a fixed awning 
and a long, light box commercial sign at the roof line. The interior consists of a single commercial 
space remodeled from a residential duplex layout. A wood-frame shed is located at the rear of 
the parcel, and a large billboard is located at the northern end of the primary elevation. The 
property is surrounded by asphalt parking lots.  
 
The subject property has experienced multiple alterations that include the relocation of the 
structure in 1927; the replacement of the porch and stuccoing of the exterior in 1951; the addition 
of an entrance and steps to the rear and removal of an entrance and steps from the side in 1956; 
the removal of an interior partition wall in 1987; the addition of a commercial sign in 1994; the 
addition of a billboard in 1999; and the replacement of all of the windows, the addition of security 
bars and security doors, the installation of awnings, and a 17 by 20-foot addition to the rear of the 
southern half of the structure, all at unknown dates. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under the state and local designation programs as a pioneering venue for lesbian 
education and empowerment, and as a rare example of institutional development associated with 
the LGBT community in the Wilshire area. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The Crenshaw Women’s Center meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it 
“exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community” as a pioneering venue for lesbian education, health, and empowerment 
in Los Angeles, and a rare example in the Wilshire area of institutional development associated 
with the Gay Liberation Movement. The subject property is also significant for its association with 
the Women’s Liberation Movement in Los Angeles as a support center for women and women’s 
rights. 
 
SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement identifies eligibility standards for properties 
significant for their association with the gay liberation movement as being those are that are 
directly associated with an event, organization, or institution that played an important role in the 
development of LGBT consciousness, community, or culture during the period of significance. 
Within the context of Women’s Rights, SurveyLA identifies eligibility standards for significant 
properties as being associated with organizations and institutions that provided a wide range of 
services to support women and women’s rights. 
 
The Crenshaw Women’s Center not only served as a centralized hub for the communication and 
organization of lesbian and feminist groups, but also provided critical services as the first women’s 
center in Los Angeles. Additionally, it became one of the earliest institutions to support medical 
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and mental health needs for Los Angeles’ lesbian community, and was progressive in bringing 
activism for women’s liberation and gay liberation under a single roof. Though it only experienced 
a short tenure at the subject property, the Crenshaw Women’s Center became a symbol of 
women’s growing autonomy and liberation and provided an important framework for future 
women’s centers. Furthermore, the Center’s location within a duplex provided a familiar home-
like environment for those who visited, and its proximity to transit lines and parking further ensured 
women could safely and easily access its services. 
 
While most of the historic fabric on the interior of the subject property has been removed, the 
exterior retains a high level of integrity of location, setting, materials, design, feeling, and 
association from 1970-1972 to convey its significance. Based on a 1972 image, the primary 
facade of the building retains many features from the time the Crenshaw Women's Center 
occupied the building, including the porch entry, front stair orientation, window locations, and roof. 
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Crenshaw Women’s Center as an Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations 
and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
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The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2021-1449-CE was prepared on April 30, 2021. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On February 23, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On March 18, 
2021, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration. 
In accordance with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10, on March 16, 2021, the 
owner requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission to act. On April 29, 
2021, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and Milofsky 
conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic 
Resources.  
 
The original expiration date of July 31, 2021 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of 
the local emergency period. Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2021-1448-HCM 

LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 
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ENV-2021-1449-CE 
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Crenshaw Women’s Center 
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10 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 CRENSHAW WOMEN’S CENTER 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: 1009 Crenshaw LP               1009 Crenshaw LP 
 1009 Crenshaw Boulevard              3470 Wilshire Boulevard, Ste 700 
 Los Angeles, CA  90019                      Los Angeles, CA  90010 
 
 Urban Commons Crenshaw Blvd, LLC 
 10250 Constellation Blvd, #1750 
 Los Angeles, CA  90076 
 
APPLICANTS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney 
 Gosney Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants 
 6444 Kraft Avenue 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   because the 
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further 
investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: March 18, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of March 25, 2021 per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-1448-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-1449-CE   
 
Location: 1025-1029 S. Crenshaw Boulevard 
Council District: 10 – Ridley-Thomas 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Olympic Park 
Legal Description: N.C. Kelley’s Montview Tract, 

Lot 54 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Crenshaw Women’s Center is a one-story duplex used for commercial purposes located on S. 
Crenshaw Boulevard between W. Olympic Boulevard and W. Country Club Drive in the Oxford 
Square neighborhood of Los Angeles. Originally sited at 900 S. Norton Avenue, the subject property 
was constructed in 1920 in a vernacular architectural style for owner Burton Stevens. The structure 
was relocated to its current location in 1927 and converted from a residential duplex to office/retail 
use in 1987. From 1970 to 1972, the subject property served as the location for the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center, a feminist rights organization that provided a meeting space for feminist groups, 
mental health, self-help guidance, and other services for women, as well as hosted support programs 
for gay women. 
 
Amid the Women’s Liberation Movement of the early 1960s through the 1980s, feminists Joan Ellen 
Hoffman Robins, Dorothy Bricker, and Marianne Yatrovsky opened the Women’s Center (a.k.a. 
Women’s Liberation Center) in January 1970. Using other women’s centers across the country as 
models, the Women’s Center offered a speakers’ bureau, bookstand, counseling, a volunteer 
switchboard, and a Women’s Liberation School to teach women practical skills and encourage them 
to be more self-reliant. The Women’s Center was also the site of Women’s Self-Help One, which 
taught women about contraception, their bodies, and reproductive systems and became a model for 
the national Self-Help movement. In addition, the Women’s Center was the weekly meeting place for 
Gay Women’s Liberation, the first lesbian feminist group in Los Angeles. The Gay Women’s Liberation 
(later called Lesbian Feminists) hosted a lesbian suicide hotline, supported the medical needs of 
lesbians, and generally sought to include lesbians in work surrounding women’s health and well-
being. Another program hosted at the Center was the Anti-Rape Squad, which supported victims of 
sexual assault and worked to change public perception of violence against women. By August 1970, 
more than 1,500 women were affiliated with the Women’s Center through its feminist groups, 
programming, or the Center’s newsletter, which was essential to the organization’s growth. By 1972, 
the year the center closed, that newsletter had the largest circulation and national readership of any 
feminist publication, with 2,700 subscribers. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with wood siding covered in 
textured stucco and has a clipped gable roof with composition shingles. The primary, east-facing 
elevation has two concrete entry porches with stairs oriented toward each other that lead to single 
wooden doors. The door to the north has a steel security door. Fenestration includes multiple 
aluminum fixed and sliding windows, most of which are covered with security bars. There is a fixed 
awning and a long, light box commercial sign at the roof line. The interior consists of a single 
commercial space remodeled from a residential duplex layout. A wood-frame shed is located at the 
rear of the parcel, and a large billboard is located at the northern end of the primary elevation. The 
property is surrounded by asphalt parking lots.  
 
The subject property has experienced multiple alterations that include the relocation of the structure 
in 1927; the replacement of the porch and stuccoing of the exterior in 1951; the addition of an entrance 
and steps to the rear and removal of an entrance and steps from the side in 1956; the removal of an 
interior partition wall in 1987; the addition of a commercial sign in 1994; the addition of a billboard in 
1999; and the replacement of all of the windows, the addition of security bars and security doors, the 
installation of awnings, and a 17 by 20-foot addition to the rear of the southern half of the structure, 
all at unknown dates. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually eligible 
for listing under the state and local designation programs as a pioneering venue for lesbian education 
and empowerment, and as a rare example of institutional development associated with the LGBT 
community in the Wilshire area. 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On February 23, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of March 25, 2021 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 
is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal 
Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling 
HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
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Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍
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9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
221 N. Figueroa St.͕�Ste.�1350 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ874-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

2-23-2021



 
 

 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Women’s Center 
Main east elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 



7A. Proposed Monument Description 

Summary Paragraph 

Located at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard, The Women’s Center is located in the Wilshire 
Mid-Town area of Los Angeles, California, situated between West Olympic Boulevard and 
Country Club Drive. The structure is a single story, residential duplex currently used for 
commercial purposes. It was constructed in 1920. The structure is irregular in shape and faces 
east. It sits at the middle-right of a flat, rectangular lot in the N.C. Kelley’s Mountview Tract. 
The driveway and lot surrounding the structure is of asphalt and concrete; there are five 
delineated parking spaces directly in the front of the structure, a small parking lot next to the 
structure and a small area behind the structure containing a small shed. The structure was moved 
to this location in 1927. 

Narrative Description 

The structure was moved several blocks from the Wilshire Park neighborhood (permit dated 
March 28, 1927) to what is now a commercial segment of Crenshaw Boulevard that is 
immediately surrounded by four residential HPOZ’s- Oxford Square to the west, Country Club 
Park to the east, Windsor Village to the north-west and Wilshire Park to the north-east. 

The subject property has an irregularly shaped floorplan, is of wood-frame construction and 
wood siding which was covered in textured stucco in 1951 with a high foundation. The property 
is in the Vernacular Bungalow style and has a normal-pitched, hip on gable roof with composite 
shingles and a slight eave overhang on all elevations. The subject property is 1,771 square feet, 
measuring 38 feet wide by 51 feet deep with a 17 feet wide by 20 feet deep addition added to the 
rear of the southern half of the bungalow. Fenestration includes multiple aluminum fixed and 
sliding windows. A wood-frame shed is located at the rear of the parcel, and a large billboard 
was added to the property in 1999 at the northern end of the primary façade. 

East, Primary, Façade 

The primary façade has two concrete entry porches with stairs oriented toward each other and 
accessed at the center of the building. The current porches are from 1951.  According a sketch of 
the building in Constructive Feminism1 it appears the building at its current location originally 
had two concrete front porches in the same locations. The porches lead to two front entrance 
doors, both of wood and the northern-most door also has a steel security door. Four single-pane 
aluminum windows on the façade form a pattern that reflects the original side-by-side bungalow 
of window, door, window, window, door window.  The windows and doors have been replaced; 
the placement and frames appear to be original.  The windows are covered with security bars. 
There is a fixed awning and a long, light box, marque-style, commercial sign added in 1994 to 
just at and above the roof line  

 

 
1 Spain, 56. 



South elevation 

The south elevation contains several windows covered with security bars. The placement and 
size of the two small, eastern-most windows appear to be original with the windows replaced. 
The large, fixed window is an alteration. The two western-most windows of the original 
structure’s placement and size appear to be original with the windows replaced.  The addition has 
a shed roof with minimal eave overhang and two windows, single pane windows that appear to 
be original to the addition. 

West, rear, elevation  

The west elevation has a side-by-side, gable-on-hip roof. The south-most half of the rear 
elevation contains the rectangular, shed-roofed addition with a small window facing west and a 
door with security door facing north.  A concrete ramp runs up the north side of the addition to 
another door. It is covered by a metal and wood awning attached to the addition and supported 
by metal poles.  The north-most half of the rear elevation contains two windows and another 
opening with unknown originality. 

North elevation 

There are no window openings on this elevation. There are outlines of the original window 
openings but the openings have been filled. 

Interior 

The subject property was constructed as a residential duplex. The original interior was evenly 
split with both sides having identical layouts of living room followed by dining area, kitchen, 
bedroom and bathroom.  

The interior currently has been remodeled/altered to serve as a single tenant commercial business 
space. 

Shed 

A small, modern shed sits at the north-most, rear of the lot. It has a slightly sloped, shed roof and 
is clad with vertical, siding panels with a small single paned window and door on its east 
elevation. 

California Historical Resource Status Codes 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard was surveyed by the City of 
Los Angeles in 2015 as part of SurveyLA and was given the California Historical Resource 
Status Codes of 3CS and 5S3.  Both status codes indicate the subject property appears to be 
individually eligible for local listing.  

Surveys 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard has been mentioned in two 
Ethnic Cultural Contexts- Women’s Right’s in Los Angeles, 1850-1980 and the LGBT Historic 
Context Statement. 



7B. Written Statement – Statement of Significance 

Summary Paragraph 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center located at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard is associated with 
the Women’s Rights Movement in Los Angeles, California and is eligible under Criterion 1. 
According to SurveyLA’s Women’s Rights in Los Angeles Context Statement, the property is 
eligible under Criteria A for being the first women’s center in Los Angeles. It functioned as a 
“safe space” for nurturing the autonomy of women and organizing for the second wave of 
feminism and the Women’s Liberation Movement. Founded by Joan Robbins, The Crenshaw 
Women’s Center became the heart of the feminist movement and provided the foundation and 
framework for other women’s centers. At its core, the Crenshaw Women’s Center provided 
psychological, job, abortion, and rape counseling; consciousness raising “rap” sessions; women’s 
liberation classes; a volunteer switchboard; and small bookstore. It also provided the brick-and-
mortar base for the first women’s health clinic (Women’s Self-Help One), and the Anti-Rape 
Squad.2 According to SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement, the Crenshaw Women’s 
Center had a suicide hotline for lesbians and was the meeting place for the Gay Women’s 
Liberation group, which was founded by lesbians from the Gay Liberation Front.3 The Crenshaw 
Women’s Center was also identified as significant in the Wilshire Community Plan Area report 
as a pioneering venue for lesbian education and empowerment and a rare example of institutional 
development associated with the LGBT community in the Wilshire area.4 The period of 
significance is from 1970 to 1972. 

Criterion 1: Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or 
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city, or community 

Second Wave Feminism 

Feminists in the 1960s, like women’s suffrage activists before them, revived the battle for legal 
equality and expanded it to include sexuality, gender power dynamics, financial independence, 
reproductive rights, and violence against women.5 

Betty Friedan’s book, The Feminine Mystique, articulated the underlying discontents among 
many American women – in particular, white middle-class women. Friedan suggested that 
women needed a purpose in life in addition to their roles as wives and mothers. The book 
appeared at a moment when the country was poised on the verge of profound social 
transformation – in race relations as well as in changing gender roles. The social movement that 
emerged after the publication of her book in 1963 became known as “second wave” feminism, 
which roughly spanned 1960-1980.6 In addition to Friedan’s book, a confluence of events, 

2 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA: Women’s Rights in Los Angeles,” 124. 
3 GPA, “SurveyLA: LGBT Context Statement,” 71. 
4 Architectural Resources Group, “SurveyLA: Wilshire Community Plan Area: Individual Resources,” 60. 
5 Historic Resources Group, 59. 
6 Levine, Susan, "The Feminine Mystique at Fifty," 41-2. 



including the 1960 FDA approval of birth control, the steadying rise of women in the labor force, 
President Kennedy’s Commission on the Status of Women which pointed to the significant 
inequality between men and women, and the passage of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
marked not only the beginning of second wave feminism but also the foundation for the next 
phase of the movement.7  

The Crenshaw Women’s Center (often called the Woman’s Liberation Center) influence came at 
a time when the Women’s Rights Movement had divided into two directions – the first was an 
outgrowth of the women’s networks of World War II and labor unions of the early 1960s, the 
second was a more radical network of women who were involved in the Civil Rights Movement 
and the New Left.8 (The New Left was a new a type of Democrat soon to be elected to office 
who campaigned for civil and political rights, LGBT rights, women’s rights, union rights, 
affordable housing, and privacy rights. In California, and Los Angeles in particular, names like 
Ed Edelman, Tom Bradley, and Jerry Brown were synonymous with the New Left.)9  

The radical direction of the Women’s Rights Movement was more interested in controversial 
issues like reproductive rights, health and wellness, and lesbian oppression, which was seen as 
disruptive and potentially alienating to a broader public support.10 Together though, the two 
directions of the movement carried and delivered enormous change for women and left a 
platform for which modern women and girls continue to stand on to further their rights.  

 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center 

The idea of the center came from meeting with fellow feminists in the fall of 1969 about the 
future of the movement. Feminist, anarchist, and member of the New Left, Joan Robins, looked 
to a woman’s center in New York City, which provided crisis counseling, abortion referrals, 
shelter, and consciousness raising (C-R) groups. Robins saw that the movement needed a brick-
and-mortar space to provide “an umbrella” for existing and future feminist groups. Robins 
believed that a centralized center would facilitate communication among the groups. Her vision 
was structured but nonhierarchical, wherein each of the groups and community members would 
have an equal voice in the running of the center.  

The Crenshaw Women’s Center would be “visible evidence that ‘something is being done,’” 
bringing more legitimacy to the feminist movement, and be a symbol for women in Los Angeles 
that feminist goals and woman autonomy could be achieved under this single roof.11 According 
to Daphne Spain in her Constructive Feminism, Robbins and this founding group all believed 
that there was –  

a great need for a visible, concrete place for women to go to, a place for women could 
meet and talk – even late at night, a place where books and literature on women would be 
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available to borrow and read, a place where sound, professional advice and counseling on 
all women’s problems could be provided, a place for central communication – a kind of 
‘nerve center’ – to serve and inform all persons in the Los Angeles area who are involved 
in a woman’s struggle to become full, human, and free.12 

Other names associated with the early founding of the Crenshaw were Ann Forfreedom (née 
Herschfang) who had established a women’s liberation group that met at UCLA’s Powell 
Library in 1968; and Dorothy Bricker and Marianne Yatrovsky who had established (with 
Robins) one of the first consciousness raising groups in Los Angeles. 

It was agreed that beginning funding was needed, that the building must be easily accessible by 
public transportation and be a large enough space to hold a main office, meeting rooms, and a 
library. A colleague of Robins secured funding from UCLA, and in Robins’ words “a duplex 
behind an ice machine on South Crenshaw Boulevard fit the bill.”13  

The Crenshaw Women’s Center was a duplex, comprised of approximately 1200 square feet in 
the Wilshire neighborhood just north of the Oxford Square HPOZ and west of Koreatown. Sue 
Rodman, who had secured funding from UCLA lived on one side of the duplex with her 
children; staff fenced in part of the parking area in the back for a children’s playground. The 
parking in front of the duplex was ample parking. Visible from the street was a small, painted 
sign that announced the “Crenshaw Women’s Center.”14  

The duplex provided a space that was familiar to most women – a home. Its layout was in the 
shotgun fashion – the living room at the front, which directly led to the dining room, kitchen, and 
bathroom, with the bedroom in the back. Soon, two rooms worth of hand-me-down furniture 
were moved into the Crenshaw Women’s Center – the living room (which became the main 
meeting room) was outfitted with couches and chairs; the kitchen got a small refrigerator and 
large coffee pot; and the back bedroom was dressed with area rugs, bean bag chairs, and an 
overflowing bookcase with pamphlets and books about women’s liberation.15  

An open house for the Crenshaw Women’s Center was announced in the Los Angeles Times on 
January 9, 1970; it drew about fifty women.16 The center immediately started providing lectures, 
abortion counseling, and consciousness-raising (C-R) “rap” group discussions in the subjects of 
legal, psychological, vocational, medical referral, and counseling services. The center also had a 
film series and a feminist theater group.  

Most programming during the weekdays was during the evening hours so women who had to 
tend to their children or jobs could attend; the weekends were more fluid. The neighborhood felt 
safe, “neither fancy nor run down,” making women feel comfortable to go to the center at all 
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hours. The door even remained unlocked as long as someone was there. Transportation and 
parking were ideal with its proximity to bus routes and ample parking.17 

Some of the groups meeting at the center were National Organization for Women (NOW), 
Women’s Liberation One, Socialist Women’s Organization Project, Sisters in Struggle, Union 
for Women’s International Liberation, Wom’s Lib UCLA, and Wom’s Lib Cal State L.A. In 
1971, however, the Southern California NOW chapter withdrew its support for the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center because it was seen as too leftist.18  

By August of 1970, more than 1,500 women were affiliated with the center through its 
programming, their feminist groups, or subscriptions to the center’s newsletter. The duplex 
which housed the Crenshaw Women’s Center became a “structure transformed into a symbol of 
women’s liberation through the actions of its founders, the materials they assembled, and the 
women who visited.”19   

In only three years, the Crenshaw Women’s Center created an enormous amount of energy and 
pivotal change in the Women’s Rights movement and second wave feminism in Los Angeles and 
the nation. By 1975, there were more than one hundred women’s centers across the nation; their 
presence was the ultimate political statement. 

 

The First Women’s Clinic – Women’s Self-Help One, Women’s Choice Clinic 

From the initial opening of the Crenshaw Women’s Center in January of 1970, abortion and 
contraception counseling were the most in demand.20 A statistic showed that by 1965, illegal 
abortions made up one-sixth of all pregnancy deaths in the United States. The illegality of 
abortion was felt especially hard by women of color California law prohibited abortion except in 
cases of rape, incest, or permanent disability of the woman. The opening of the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center was before the landmark Supreme Court trial of Roe v. Wade in 1973, which 
made abortion legal in all fifty states.21  

In 1971, Carol Downer and Lorraine Rothman founded a women’s clinic at the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center. The clinic was the first in the nation and consequently placed the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center at the beginning of the women’s self-help movement, making it a model for the 
national movement.22 The clinic was aptly named Women’s Self-Help One; it was located in the 
back bedroom of the Crenshaw Women’s Center. Some scholars call what Downer and Rothman 
started was the “women’s health movement,” which follows the same radical direction out of 
second wave feminism.23  
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Downer explained the philosophy in the Woman’s Center publication Sister – “The goal of the 
Self-Help Clinic is to take women’s medicine back into our own hands. The strategy is to take 
back the power over our own bodies.”24 Downer and Rothman believed that control over 
reproductive rights with access to safe abortions and contraception was central to women gaining 
their freedom. 

After a National Organization of Women conference in August 1971 where Women’s Self-Help 
One demonstrated and discussed their practices, health centers like it sprang up all over the 
country.25 Historian Daphne Spain wrote that “feminist health clinics around the country used 
the Los Angeles ‘famous Self-Help Clinic #1’ as their model.”26 By 1975, there were 40 Self-
Help clinics nationwide.27 Women’s Self-Help One was constantly under police surveillance. 
Downer and staff member, Colleen Wilson, were arrested for practicing medicine without a 
license. News of the raid spread immediately through the feminist media. Downer “relished” the 
trial and used the publicity to spread a strong message of solidarity in the feminist community. In 
Downer’s closing statement during her trial, she said “this trial is a direct threat to our rights to 
know our own bodies. We not only expect to win, but we also want to give emphatic notice to all 
who would deny us this right that we will control our own bodies!” Downer was acquitted of the 
charges, while Wilson plead guilty.28  

Women’s Self-Help One grew from a single back room in the Crenshaw Women’s Center to the 
entire side of the duplex. The front room on the south side of the duplex was used on Tuesdays 
for the Women’s Abortion Referral Service (WARS). Staff members performed uterine checks 
and counseled women about the upcoming procedure, then accompanied them to San Vicente 
Hospital where doctors would perform the abortions.29 

When the Crenshaw Women’s Center closed in 1972, the clinic remained and was renamed the 
Feminist Women’s Health Center (FWHC), taking over both sides of the duplex. Soon the 
FWHC expanded into a two-story house at 746 South Crenshaw.30 FWHC’s were soon in 
Oakland, California; Orange County, California; Salt Lake City, Utah; Detroit, Michigan; 
Boston, Massachusetts; and Tallahassee, Florida. FWHCs were anti-professional; however, more 
specifically anti-physician. The women believed that medical control (perceived as largely male) 
could only be achieved outside the medical system, and with only women serving other women. 
They argued that women could describe and manage health, and examine their own bodies, 
seeking health.31 

Within two months of the 1973 Roe v. Wade U.S. Supreme Court decision, the FWHC opened 
Women’s Choice Clinic at its existing centers located at 1027 South Crenshaw and 748 South 
Crenshaw. There they created a homey atmosphere for women getting abortions – serene posters 
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on the wall, rugs on the floor, plants and comfortable chairs arranged in a way to facilitate 
discussion.32 Women’s Choice Clinic remained at 1027 South Crenshaw until at least 1974.33  

 

Gay Women’s Liberation, Lesbian Feminists 

Gay Women’s Liberation (later called Lesbian Feminists) was formed by gay liberation leader, 
Del Wahn. Wahn was one of the founding members of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) and later 
on the Board of Directors of the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC). Whan also founded 
the Gay Women’s Services Center, which in its year of being open had an enormous impact on 
social service ideas and solutions that would be implemented at the Gay Community Services 
Center. 

In 1971, Whan and other women GLF members ran an advertisement in the Los Angeles Free 
Press announcing the formation of a “Woman’s Caucus.” They were frustrated by the male-
dominance and male chauvinism in the GLF. The Woman’s Caucus met once a week and was 
comprised of a dozen women. When the Woman’s Caucus learned of gay women attending 
classes and rap groups at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, the two bonded over male chauvinism 
rampant in their lives. The two groups merged together to create the group, “Gay Women’s 
Liberation,” and began meeting at the Crenshaw Women’s Center. Gay Women’s Liberation was 
the first feminist lesbian group in Los Angeles.34 Founder and editor of the magazine Lesbian 
Tide, Jeanne Córdova visited the Crenshaw Women’s Center to meet other lesbians. She was not 
yet a feminist but her visits inspired her to join the women’s movement.35 

Although the 1970s saw an increase of tolerance toward lesbian and gay persons by mainstream 
society, this did not translate into acceptance. Lesbians and gays experienced a void of social 
services to address homelessness, suicides, and health risks associated to sexual activity. Among 
the earliest organizations to support medical and mental health needs for lesbians was the 
Woman’s Center on Crenshaw. The Woman’s Center being a part of the radical arm of second 
wave feminism, supported lesbians specifically in having a suicide hotline for lesbians, being a 
meeting place and springboard for the Lesbian Feminists, and most of all including lesbians in 
women’s health and well-being.36 

The act of feminists and lesbians working together for a common goal was extremely profound 
for the time. The Women’s Rights movement and second wave feminism largely dismissed 
lesbian rights from their platform for fear that it might discredit and distract their ability to 
achieve social and political change.37 An organization that was especially intolerant of lesbians 
was the National Organization for Women (N.O.W). GLF members and members of the Gay 
Women’s Liberation group, Brenda and Carolyn Weathers and Sharon Lily, were especially 
vocal in not associating with the organization. For lesbians to be accepted into the Women’s 
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Rights movement via the Crenshaw Women’s Center was a watershed moment in history. The 
group changed their name to “Lesbian Feminists;” the name was a nod to an exchange between a 
N.O.W member and lesbians – the N.O.W member saw lesbians stage a kiss-in and remarked 
“Oh, you lesbian feminists!”38  

The Lesbian Feminists “invaded” a Los Angeles Chapter N.O.W. meeting and invited them to 
“confront their low level of consciousness.” After a rap session between N.O.W. L.A. Chapter, 
Lesbian Feminists, Daughters of Bilitis, and the Gay Women’s Service Center, a resolution was 
passed wherin the Los Angeles Chapter acknowledged the oppression of lesbians “as a legitimate 
concern of feminism.” The position paper that was later crafted by rap sessions was a 
“consciousness-raiser” in that it served as “a pointed reminder to anti-lesbian N.O.W members 
that they have fallen short of the goal of sisterhood.” Ultimately, the rap sessions and its 
participants overhauled the National N.O.W. policy. By the end of 1971, a lawyer on behalf of 
N.O.W. was representing a lesbian in a custody battle for her child in San Francisco, 
California.39 

The Lesbian Feminists stated their purpose in the Lesbian Tide as a women’s liberation group 
with an emphasis on lesbian oppression. Utilizing the women who went to the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center, the Lesbian Feminists initiated gay-straight dialogues to promote 
understanding in the women’s movement. Lesbian Feminists also spoke at colleges and other 
organizations to promote education between gay and straight communities.40 

Individual members were also active in assisting with various programs at the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center, including the Anti-Rape Squad, rap groups, weekly meetings, and running the 
Sisters Coffeehouse every Saturday night. From 8pm to 2am, the coffeehouse served beer, wine, 
soft drinks, dancing and talking. The coffeehouse was intended to be an alternative space to bars 
since alcohol and substance abuse was prevalent in the gay and lesbian community.  

 

Anti-Rape Squad 

Los Angeles, along with Washington, D.C. and Detroit, were on the forefront of the anti-rape 
movement. Its efforts began the change of public perception of looking at a rape victim as a 
victim of assault, rather than complicit in the act.41 

One of the most important issues for feminists during the 1970s was violence against women. 
Whether domestic, physical, mental, or rape, crimes of violence against women remained under 
wraps for decades as they were seen by law enforcement as family issues not prosecutable under 
the law. Violence against women was an example of an issue that surfaced during consciousness 
raising sessions offered at the Crenshaw Women’s Center (and future women’s centers) and 
other support groups. Women had nowhere to go to escape abuse; there were no battered-
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women’s shelters available in Los Angeles County until 1978, and only thirty beds were reported 
as available.42 

The Anti-Rape Squad was formed after a friend of Joan Robins had been raped while 
hitchhiking; she and others formed the squad in an attempt to prevent violent crimes against 
women and change social attitudes which were believed to foster and protect the rapist. The 
squad came up with practical actions; their first action was to print bumper stickers, reading 
“Sisters give rides to sisters” to encourage women to pick up female hitchhikers.43 The squad 
also aired public service announcements on the radio to increase awareness of the political 
implications of rape and to encourage women who had been raped to call or visit the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center. 

It was believed that rape was a consequence of society’s belief in the “sacred” nature of 
masculinity. It was generally thought that women were at fault for being raped because they 
brought it on by being attractive or acting promiscuous.44 It was through these beginning Anti-
Rape Squads that women could take their power back and work to change the system of abuse. 

An extraordinary and dramatic act of the Anti-Rape Squad was to get a physical description and 
if they actually got the rapist’s identity, the squad would spray-paint his name and the words 
“THIS MAN ASSAULTS WOMEN” on the Venice Beach Pier. The squad would also get a 
physical description of the man and make/model of their car and post these details at the 
Westside Women’s Center and telephone poles along the Venice beachfront. These guerilla 
tactics were necessary in a time when police and most citizens did not take the act of rape 
seriously.45  

The Anti-Rape Squad out of the Crenshaw Women’s Center worked with the Westside Women’s 
Center at 218 East Venice Boulevard, which opened in 1972.46 Members from the squad would 
accompany a woman to the police station if she wished to report a rape; the squad also provided 
an attorney to come along if it was possible. Squad members researched laws on rape in order to 
help women better understand their rights.47 

The Anti-Rape Squad moved to the Westside Women’s Center in Venice when the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center closed. Anti-Rape Squads spread across the country in the early 1970s and 
became an influential and educational tactic for educating women on rape statistics, providing 
counseling, legal help, a rape hotline, and offering self-defense classes.48 When the Anti-Rape 
Squad moved to Venice, it morphed into the Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against 
Women. The commission ran Los Angeles’ first rape crisis hotline; Robins became their Director 
of Education and spokeswoman on the topic.49 
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Women’s Liberation School: Lectures and Lecture Series 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center offered lectures, lecture series’ and classes through the 
Women’s Liberation School “to help women function autonomously and understand the nature 
of their oppression” and achieve true liberation.50 The school and its lectures educated women 
about feminism and trained them in practical skills to become self-sufficient.51 The topics ranged 
from feminist history, topical financial and law issues, and hands-on experience in carpentry and 
automobile repair. Teachers included Ann ForFreedom, Hannah Lerman, Judy Freespirit, Joan 
Hoffman, Avril Adams, and Regina Barton. Women could make a small donation to the center or 
volunteer their time to attend the lectures. The school was modeled later by other women centers, 
including the Westside Women’s Center. 

Women and the Law lecture series was especially important because it was the catalyst for 
founding the Women’s Center Legal Program at the Crenshaw Women’s Center. Names of the 
lectures, included “Sexual Role Playing and the Law,” “Family Law,” “Welfare Law,” 
“California Divorce Law”, and “Government Programs and Their Impact on Women.”52 This 
series was taught by working women lawyers. District Counsel for the federal Equal 
Employment Opportunities Commission and attorney Barbara Schlei recruited many women 
from the center to research for litigation against job discrimination based on sex.53 Other lectures 
included, “Conspiracy Against Her Story in History and Literature,” The Meaning of Female,” 
“We Got the Vote, Now How Do We Get the Power?”54 

Saturday afternoons were reserved for Harriet Whitehead and Cheri Maynard’s “Volkswagen 
clinic.” The two women started the clinic in February of 1971 in an effort make women more 
self-sufficient in the area of car maintenance. The women who attended the classes spoke of 
being “exhilarated” and “powerful” in learning the mechanics of how a car works, an area that 
women generally felt powerless over.55 

 

Rap Sessions/Rap Group, Consciousness Raising (C-R) 

The radical direction of second wave feminism adopted the “rap session” or “rap group.” The 
Crenshaw Women’s Center conducted countless rap sessions and it became an integral part of 
every future women’s center. The rap session was an important and pivotal educational 
technique – a group of women would share their personal stories of oppression. Up to this point, 
women were largely deprived of intimate interaction with other women and were kept isolated in 
their individual homes, relating more and tending to the needs of men rather than women. The 
act of sharing and comparing common concerns was the act of “consciousness raising” and it 
was continually acted upon when women sought out another rap session to explore again. It 
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engendered a feeling of solidarity, imperative for a social movement, and most importantly 
sisterhood. 

The act of it was simple – a group of five to twelve women came together to talk about personal 
problems, experiences, feelings and concerns. This “rap group” would meet once a week for 
about three hours, new members would be discouraged from joined due to the eventual bond that 
would happen in the rap group.56 From listening to other women’s stories, women learned to see 
how social structures and attitudes have molded them from birth and limited their 
opportunities.57 The collected experiences became the basis of what the major issues were for 
women as an oppressed group. As a result, the importance of gendered spaces increased as safe 
spaces where women could discuss, explore, learn together, also known as “consciousness 
raising.”58 

Consciousness raising (C-R) was the cornerstone for political work in the Crenshaw Women’s 
Center. C-R groups were designed to turn the “personal into political.” It was stressed that C-R 
groups were not therapy but instead a “free space to talk about yourself as a woman.” In a lot of 
cases, this was the first time a woman expressed their dissatisfaction and anger, ultimately 
discovering the nature of their oppression.59 

 

Sister newsletter 

Communication and print media were essential to the growth of second wave feminism. 
Feminists replaced the suffrage movement flyers and handbills with newsletters, magazines, and 
resource directories. Much of the local feminist print media was simply-designed, grassroots 
materials produced in the homes of individual editors or at women’s centers. One of the earliest 
feminist newspapers in Los Angeles was Everywoman; it was considered so “radical” that many 
requested it be wrapped in brown paper when mailing. Ann Forfreedom (one of the founders of 
the Crenshaw Women’s Center) was the only paid staff member.60 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center started their newsletter in 1970. Like feminist print media at the 
time, its content was grass roots and also provided a detailed calendar section of events and 
meetings at the center. By 1972, the newsletter had 2700 subscribers; it was the largest 
circulation and had the largest national readership of any feminist publication. A year later, it 
became the Sister newspaper.61  

It should be noted here that the Crenshaw Women’s Center was also the “birthplace” of the 
Sisterhood Bookstore. Feminist bookstores often found their start at the libraries in women’s 
centers. The founders of the Sisterhood frequented the Crenshaw Women’s Center’s library 
located in the back bedroom of the duplex. They were amazed at the constant accumulation of 

 
56 Spain, 52. 
57 Freeman, Jo, “The Women’s Liberation Movement: Its Origins, Structures and Ideas.” Accessed January 17, 2021. 
https://www.jofreeman.com/feminism/liberationmov.html. 
58 Historic Resources Group, 63. 
59 Spain, 52. 
60 Historic Resources Group, 79. 
61 Historic Resources Group, 79. 

https://www.jofreeman.com/feminism/liberationmov.html


books, magazines, and ephemera. When the Crenshaw Women’s Center closed in 1972, Simone 
Gold, Grahan Kelley, and Adele Wallace filled the void of not having access to that library by 
opening Sisterhood Bookstore on 1915 Westwood Boulevard.62 
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1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – CrenshawWomen’s Center 
Main east elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
South elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 
 

 
 
1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
North elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
West elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Main east elevation, south elevation, and surrounding parking 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of fenestration on main east elevation and south elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of fenestration on main east elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of main east elevation of 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of main east elevation of 1025 South Crenshaw Boulevard 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of porch on main east elevation  
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
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Drawing of the Crenshaw Women’s Center, n.d. 
Source: Book – Constructive Feminism: Women’s Spaces and Women’s Rights in the American City by 
Daphne Spain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Volkswagen Clinic at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: Los Angeles Times 



 

Crenshaw Women’s Center ephemera, 1971 
Source: Los Angeles Times 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Women at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: University of Southern California Libraries, ONE National Gay and Lesbian Archives 
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/p15799coll4/id/5961 
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Women at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: University of Southern California Libraries, ONE National Gay and Lesbian Archives 
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/p15799coll4/id/5958 
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Women at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: Los Angeles Times 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Calender of events of various groups at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, including the Lesbian Feminists, Sisters 
Coffeehouse, and Margaret Wright’s Intergroup Council Meeting 
Source: Lesbian Tide, Novmeber 1971, p17 
 
 
 



 
 
Crenshaw Women’s Center, 2015 
Source: SurveyLA Wilshire Community Planning Area: Individual Resources 
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Another issue around which Latinas were active and visible was in voter registration efforts. After the 
unsuccessful run of Edward R. Roybal for city council, CSO women mounted a voter registration drive in 
Boyle Heights, Lincoln Heights, and other parts of east Los Angeles. Both Hope Mendoza and Eliza Baker 
were instrumental in the registration of thousands of new voters. CSO Neighborhood Improvement 
Committee Chairwoman, Bertha Villescas fought for streetlights, sidewalks, and traffic lights on behalf of 
neighborhood children. Maria Marichilar, chair of the CSO’s Health and Welfare Committee, worked on 
issues such as polio vaccinations within the community.234 In many ways, the women of the CSO laid the 
groundwork for Chicana feminists a decade later. 

Although many women returned to more traditional gender roles after World War II, a small but 
persistent group of women sought work outside the home, higher education, and continued their civic 
engagement — often through social justice, civil rights, or labor issues. Rather than regard the period as 
one of complete dormancy for women’s rights, it created the enabling environment for the next historic 
phase for women. 

Reawakening and Activism: Second Wave Feminism in Los Angeles, 1960-1980 

If I am right, the problem that has no name stirring in the minds of so many American 
women today is not a matter of loss or femininity or too much education, or the demands 
of domesticity. It is far more important than anyone recognizes…it may well be the key to 
our future as a national and a culture. We can no longer ignore that voice within that says 
“I want something more than my husband and my children and my home.”235 

      Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique, 1963 

Various scholars trace the beginnings of second wave feminism or the Women’s Liberation Movement 
to a confluence of events in the 1960s. These include the 1960 approval of the first oral contraceptive, 
Enovid, by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) that gave women more control over their 
childbearing destiny; the rise of women in the labor force; President Kennedy’s Commission on the 
Status of Women pointing to the significant inequality between men and women in the American 
workplace; the establishment of a national citizen’s advisory council; and the arrival of Betty Friedan’s 
(1921-2006) book, The Feminine Mystique in 1963. Friedan’s book disrupted the consensus that a 
woman’s place was in the home. Education was also on the rise among women during this period. After 
the passage of the Higher Education Act of 1965, more than two million women pursued degrees across 
the United States during the ensuing five years (see Figure 2).  

                                                           
234 Margaret Rose, “Gender and Civic Activism in Mexican American Barrios,” in Not June Cleaver, ed. Joanne Meyerowitz 
(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1994), 193. 
235 Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1963), 22. 
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Historians Rosalynn Baxandall and Linda Gordon correctly 
identify that “Women’s Liberation was the largest social 
movement in the history of the U.S…the women’s liberation 
movement, as it was called in the 1960s and 1970s, or feminism, 
as it is known today, reached into every home, school and 
business…it permanently altered the landscape.”236 

Baxandall and Gordon also posit that the late 1960s women’s 
movement emerged “…in two separate streams with two distinct 
sets of roots.”237 The first stream, equal rights/NOW, was an 
outgrowth of the women’s networks of WWII and the growth of 
labor unions in the early 1960s. Labor and women’s activist Esther 
Peterson (1906-1997) was an advisor to President Kennedy and 
influenced the emergence of the equal pay Bill from Washington 
in 1963. Equal pay was underscored by the passage of Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which codified that employers could 
not discriminate based on sex.238 Subsequently, the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) was established to investigate discrimination complaints; 
however, the EEOC largely failed to enforce sex discrimination laws. This inspired Friedan and her 
colleagues to establish the National Organization for Women (NOW). Members of this stream of the 
movement were largely older, educated white women of middle-class or upper middle-class backgrounds. 
Many were professionals.    

The second stream identified by Baxandall and Gordon was the more radical women’s liberation 
movement. Many of the women involved in this branch came from civil rights backgrounds and the New 
Left. These women were younger, and more radical than their equal rights/NOW counterparts. Many 
were college students and women of color. Included here are also lesbian feminists, whose activism not 
only advanced women but LGBTQ rights as well.      

Like suffrage activists before them, 1960s feminists revived the battle for legal equality but expanded 
that to include sexuality, gender power dynamics, financial independence, reproductive rights, and 
violence against women.  There were also tensions between the two movements regarding inclusivity 
and controversial issues such as women’s reproductive rights, and health and wellness. Lesbian 
oppression was also a significant issue over which the two factions separated. NOW initially did not 
embrace the issue for fear of alienating public support for the broader women’s equality issue.  
As a result, the radical feminists of the women’s liberation movement were responsible for the founding 
of many local women’s groups and women-controlled institutions for Euro-American, African American, 
Asian American, and LGBTQ women. 

                                                           
236 Rosalyn Baxandall and Linda Gordon, “Second-Wave Feminism,” in A Companion to American Women’s History, ed. Nancy A. 
Hewitt (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2002), 414. 
237  Ibid. 
238 As well as race, color, national origin, and religion. 

Betty Friedan speaks to the Valley Branch 
of the American Association of University 
Women in April of 1964. Source: Los 
Angeles Public Library. 
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In addition to tensions between the two feminist factions, not all women were united behind the idea of 
second wave feminism and the greater women’s liberation movement. Second wave feminism 
experienced opposition from a small, determined group of women who felt the need to protect their 
choice to remain non-working housewives and rallied against the ERA. Debate over the ERA intensified 
the anti-feminist opposition. The most famous national spokespeople in this regard were Phyllis Schlafly 
(1924-2016) and Anita Bryant (b. 1940). In Los Angeles, Maureen Startup, Chairman of California Stop 
ERA, was a visible opponent. 

Rise of Second Wave Feminist Organizations 

The following section examines the leading second wave feminist organizations that were primarily 
political or activist in nature. While it is acknowledged that the dialogue on feminism reached far 
beyond these organizations to social or collegial organizations, the emphasis here is on those that were 
change leaders in the movement. 

National Organization of Women (NOW) 

In 1966, Friedan formed the National Organization for Women (NOW), the leading organization of the 
legal rights branch of the movement. The group’s mission was to bring women into the mainstream of 
American society in equal partnership with men with full legal equity.239 New York, Boston, and Chicago 
emerged as hotbeds of feminism and Los Angeles quickly established itself with its own national 
reputation. In 1967, NOW ratified its Women’s Bill of Rights, which focused on addressing many of the 
issues facing American women — opportunity for equal employment, adequate childcare facilities, 
equal opportunity to pursue higher education, the right of women in poverty to obtain job training, and 
reproductive rights.240  

Although the board had met previously at members’ homes, the first official meeting of the Southern 
California Chapter of NOW was held April 1, 1967 at Clifton’s restaurant in Century City (10250 West 
Santa Monica Boulevard, not extant).241 Subsequent general membership meetings were regularly held 
at restaurants, including the Century House Restaurant at 10250 West Santa Monica Boulevard (not 
extant),242 and in 1969, at the Original Barbecue restaurant at 801 South Vermont Avenue (not extant). 
Soon membership growth outpaced the occupancy levels of these venues; the general membership of 
NOW met in 1970 and 1971 at the California Federal Bank Building, 5670 Wilshire Boulevard, in the 

                                                           
239 “Group Forms to Push Equality for Women,” Los Angeles Times, October 31, 1966, 11. 
240 Architectural Resources Group, “Standard Oil Company Department Building/Woman’s Building,” City of Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Continuation Sheet, 11. 
241 Daphne Spain, Constructive Feminism: Women’s Space and Women’s Rights in the American City (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University Press, 2016), 37. The restaurant was located in the Westfield Century City Mall from 1966-1986. The business is no 
longer extant, and the shopping center has since been substantially altered. 
242 The restaurant was located in the Westfield Century City Mall. The business is no longer extant, and the shopping center has 
since been substantially altered. 
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third-floor Auditorium/Cafeteria.243 Chapter board meetings appear to have been held at board 
members’ homes.  

By 1971 there were approximately 20 NOW chapters in Southern California with membership of about 
2,000 women.244 Over time, several community-based NOW chapters were established including the 
Hollywood, Beach Cities, and San Fernando Valley chapters.  

Virginia A. “Toni” Carabillo (1926-1997) was a significant figure in the feminist movement in Los Angeles 
and nationally. Carabillo served as founder and first president of the Los Angeles Chapter of NOW (1968-
1970, 1980-1982),245 was a member of NOW’s national Board of Directors (1968-1977) and served as 
Vice President (1971-1974), and chaired NOW’s National Advisory Committee (1975-1977). Carabillo’s 
partner Judith K. Meuli (1938-2007) was the designer of the “Brassy,” the women’s movement’s 
signature symbol of an equal sign within the gender symbol for woman. Meuli and Carabillo’s Los 
Angeles home at 1126 South Hi Point Street (Contributor, Carthay Square HPOZ) was an important early 
gathering place for women’s rights advocates and the site of their business, Graphic Communications 
(a.k.a., Women’s Heritage Series, Inc.), which published the Woman’s Almanac in 1970 and other 
feminist literature.246 As described in Carabillo’s own writing in her scrapbook, “1126 HiPoint has a 
reputation as NOW’s party house and [for] rabble rousing.”247  

                                                           
243 LA Women’s Liberation Movement Collection, NOW News 1970-1971, Southern California Library for Social Studies and 
Research, Los Angeles, CA. 
244 “A New Target For NOW,” Los Angeles Times, August 21, 1970, E1. 
245 Other presidents of the Los Angeles Chapter of NOW during the 1970s included Virginia Carter, Shelly Mandell, and Gloria 
Allred (b. 1941).  
246 Carabillo and Meuli’s archive is located at Harvard University. Materials include images of early Los Angeles feminists 
gathered at their home.  
247 Toni Carabillo and Judith Meuli Papers, ca.1890-2008. MC 725, folder #. Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA. 

L: Home of Toni Carabillo (1926-1997) and Judith K. Meuli (1938-2007) site of NOW parties, 
educational events and NOW organizing work at 1126 South Hi Point Street. R: Undated national 
NOW membership taskforce meeting at 1126 South Hi Point Street. Source for both: Toni Carabillo 
and Judith Meuli Papers, ca.1890-2008, MC 725. Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA. 
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Protests and demonstrations were an important and visible part of activism. In particular, 1968 to 1970 
were significant for a number of protests by women that captured media attention.248 Nationally, this 
included the protest of the Miss America Pageant for both sexism and racism and the display of a 
banner during the show’s broadcast on live TV reading “Women’s Liberation.”  

In 1969, Los Angeles NOW members staged a sit-in at the Polo Lounge in the Beverly Hills Hotel against 
the bar’s policy prohibiting women from entering the bar unless accompanied by men.249 In June of the 
same year, the chapter demonstrated at the Los Angeles Times building, protesting segregated classified 
ads.250 At the time, the newspaper listed separate sections on “Jobs of Interest to Women” and “Jobs of 
Interest to Men.” The Los Angeles event was patterned after a similar protest at the New York Times.  

Newsweek reported that “1970 was the year in which the American women became intellectually aware 
of the modern feminist movement.”251 Los Angeles feminists were on the cutting edge of that 
movement. Jeanne Cordova (1948-2016), an early lesbian feminist who founded the Lesbian Tide 
newsletter described Los Angeles’ special place in the feminist movement:  

Theory came out of the East Coast where feminists read and wrote more; fleshing out of 
institutions occurred in LA due to more space and greater financial backing. There were 
strong connections to gay men, married lesbians and the movie industry…a large counter-
culture Jewish community…these factors built whole maps worth of institutions not 
possible elsewhere.252 

On August 26, 1970, Los Angeles women participated in Betty Friedan’s “National Woman’s Strike Day” 
to mark the 50th anniversary of winning the vote and “signal the start of a major political effort for the 
liberation of the women of the United States of America.”253 In Los Angeles, 2,500 women marched 
from the new Federal Building at 11000 Wilshire Boulevard to the Janss Steps on the UCLA campus. 
Public protests continued throughout the 1970s, and at each one, women were visible in the streets of 
Los Angeles with signs promoting equality, equal employment, abortion, and child care. Local protests 
included women picketing the State Department of Human Resources at 1525 South Broadway and the 
Federal Building at 300 North Los Angeles Street. Guerilla theater performances were frequently part of 
these protests. In August 1975, women marched at the City Hall Mall (201 North Los Angeles Street) to 
mark the 55th anniversary of suffrage. 

                                                           
248 Historians generally agree that feminism became an organized political movement in 1968; 1970 was the year that it became 
a mainstream, publicly acknowledged movement. 
249 Mary Reinholz, “Storming the All Electric Doll House,” Los Angeles Times, Jun 7, 1970, N54. 
250 Factions within the organization were already emerging. Dorothy Gilden penned an opposition op-ed to this demonstration 
in the Los Angeles Times that accused the organization of phony problem solving. 
251 “Feminist Yearbook,” Newsweek, November 16, 1970, 113. 
252 Notes of Jeanne Cordova Interview March 17, 2010, provided by Lynn H. Ballen in email to the author, April 11, 2018. 
253 David M. Dinsmore, “When Women Went on Strike: Remembering Equality Day, 1970,” Ms. Magazine (blog), accessed 
August 26, 2010, http://msmagazine.com/blog/2010/08/26/when-women-went-on-strike-remembering-equality-day-1970/. 
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Over time, the Los Angeles chapter of NOW 
operated a Center/Offices in several 
locations: first the Now Center for Women’s 
Studies in 1971 at 8864 West Pico Boulevard 
(not extant), then in the Woman’s Building 
(1727 North Spring Street, City of Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument No.1160),254 
and later in several offices in the building at 
8271 West Melrose Avenue.255 

Women’s Center/ 
Women’s Liberation Center 

As a counterpoint to NOW, the more radical 
women’s liberation branch of the movement 
founded less formal and structured groups. 
Ann ForFreedom (née Herschfang, b. 1947) was an early activist who established a women’s liberation 
group that met at UCLA in 1968.256 In the fall of 1969, Joan Ellen Hoffman Robins (b.1947), along with 
Dorothy Bricker and Marianne Yatrovsky, established one of the first consciousness-raising groups in Los 
Angeles.257 Initially, they convened at the Haymarket Center, a well-known headquarters for a Silver Lake 
leftist group, at 507 North Hoover Street (altered).258 As the group grew, they moved meetings to a church 
in South Los Angeles.259 

An important new organizing principle of the women’s liberation movement was the idea that “the 
personal is political.” The phrase became a rallying cry emphasizing that the connections between 
personal experience and larger social and political structures. Unlike early 20th century meetings that 
mostly involved hearing from experts, the new feminism used consciousness raising techniques and “rap 
sessions” to help women open up about their own experiences with discrimination and empower them 
as a group. The collected experiences were analyzed to chart the social conditions common to women 
as an oppressed group. As a result, the importance of gendered spaces increased as safe spaces where 
women could discuss, explore, and learn together.  Robins, Bricker, and Yatrovsky’s next move was to 
establish a permanent women’s center location.260 The building itself was to have symbolic value as 
“visible evidence that ‘something is being done’ about women’s problems and needs, drawing women 
from the shadow and adding legitimacy to the movement.”261 The Center was to be “…a place of central 

                                                           
254 The Woman’s Building is one of the few resources noted in this context that was designated specifically for its association 
with women’s history. 
255  The building was designed by architect Daniel L. Dworsky in 1957. 
256 Spain, Constructive Feminism, 54-55. 
257 Finding Aid to the Joan Robins papers, 1972-1991, UCLA Library Special Collections. 
258 “Anti-Castro Raiders Blamed for Arson at Leftist Headquarters,” Los Angeles Times, April 15, 1970, A1. 
259 The location of the church is unknown. 
260 Robins was also the author of the Handbook of Women’s Liberation in 1968, available only through the Women’s Center. 
261 LA Women’s Liberation Center News, Second Anniversary Insert, c. 1972. LA Women’s Liberation Movement Collection, 
1970-1976, Southern California Library of Social Studies and Research, Los Angeles, CA. 

Undated photo of protest at the Los Angeles Federal Building at 
11000 Wilshire Boulevard. Source: Toni Carabillo and Judith Meuli 
Papers, ca.1890-2008; item description, dates. MC 725. Schlesinger 
Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 
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communication…a kind of nerve center to inform all persons in the Los Angeles area who are involved a 
woman’s struggle to become full, human and free.”262 Feminist organizations seldom had the resources 
to buy property or construct new buildings, so they typically rented existing buildings and converted 
them to their needs. 

A duplex at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard263 was selected by Robins, Bricker, and Yatrovsky for the 
Women’s Center (a.k.a., Women’s Liberation Center) and it opened on January 11, 1970 (extensively 
altered).264 By August of 1970, more than 1,500 women were affiliated through feminist groups or the 
Center’s newsletter.265 By 1972, that newsletter had the largest circulation and national readership of 
any feminist publication, with 2,700 subscribers. A year later it became the Sister newspaper.266  

The Women’s Center offered a speakers’ bureau, bookstand, open rap sessions, and a Women’s 
Liberation School “to help women function autonomously and understand the nature of their 
oppression.”267 Teachers at the school resided all over Los Angeles, and included Ann ForFreedom (14 
East Wavecrest Avenue, Venice), Hannah Lerman (10480 West Santa Monica Boulevard, not extant), 
Judy Freespirit (née Ackerman, 25 East Navy Street, #9, Venice), Joan Hoffman (1969-1985 North 
Whitley Avenue, Hollywood; Contributor, Whitley Heights HPOZ; Contributor, National Register of 
Historic Places Whitley Heights Historic District), Avril Adams (3330 West Hamilton Way), and Regina 
Barton (1225 South Hi Point Street; Contributor, Carthay Square HPOZ).  

The Women’s Center was the weekly meeting place for “Gay Women’s Liberation” (a.k.a., Gay 
Liberation Front) an early lesbian feminist group led by Rita Goldberger that “…educated the public 
about homosexuality as a valid lifestyle.”268 The group became the first feminist lesbian group in Los 
Angeles, “The Lesbian Feminists.”269 The Center was also the location of the Women’s Liberation Inter-
Group Council, an intermediary group of feminist organization leaders such as Margaret Wright.270 In 
addition to the workshops held at the Center, a speaker’s bureau was organized to reply to external 
requests for workshops. Many of the workshops were held at St. Paul’s Methodist Church at 1200 South 
Manhattan Place (Contributor, Country Club Park HPOZ).  

Evidence of the tensions between the legal rights/NOW branch of the movement and the women’s 
liberation branch occurred locally when the Southern California NOW chapter withdrew its support for 
the Women’s Center on Crenshaw because it was seen as too leftist. As a result, NOW opened its own 
center on Pico Boulevard.  

                                                           
262 Ibid. 
263 The original Women’s Center sign was discovered and presented to the June Mazer Archive in November of 2009. 
264 LA Women’s Liberation Center News, Second Anniversary Insert, c. 1972. Building permits show the address as a duplex with 
a residence and office. 
265 Spain, Constructive Feminism, 58. 
266 Ibid. 
267 LA Women’s Liberation Center News, Second Anniversary Insert, c. 1972 
268 Women’s Liberation Center Newsletter, vol. 1, no. 8, December, 1970, 2. The newsletter is housed at the Southern California 
Library, 6120 Vermont Avenue. At the time of this study, issues were located in an unmarked, uncatalogued box. 
269 Notes of Jeanne Cordova Interview March 17, 2010, provided by Lynn H. Ballen in email to the author, April 11, 2018. 
270 Women’s Liberation Center Newsletter, vol. 1, no. 10, February, 1971, 4. 
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The Women’s Center on Crenshaw became home to the beginning of the women’s self-help movement 
and the site of Women’s Self-Help One. Women’s Self-Help One became a model for the national Self-
Help movement; by 1975, there were more than 40 clinics nationwide.271 Founded in 1971 by six 
women, including Carol Aurilla Downer (b. 1933) and Evelyn Lorraine Rothman (1937-2007), the clinic 
was initially part event and part place, calling on women to take control of their own bodies. Combining 
techniques of consciousness raising and education and self-examination, women were taught about 
contraception, their bodies, and reproductive systems. Established in a former back bedroom of the 
Women’s Center at Crenshaw, the clinic was purposefully designed to be a non-medical setting, with 
homey furniture and a playground for children. It was meant to be an alternative to the male-dominated 
medical profession. Women who worked at the Crenshaw Center lived communally, sharing housing and 
stretching their small wages and the food provided at the center. 

The self-help clinic concept received broad exposure in the 
feminist movement during the summer of 1971, when the 
NOW convention was held in Los Angeles. Afterwards, 
women made pilgrimages to Los Angeles to learn the 
techniques first-hand. Later, a decentralized coalition 
known as the Federation of Feminist Women’s Health 
Clinics (FWHC) shared materials and best practices and met 
annually in Los Angeles each summer for political 
education.272  

From the beginning, the Clinic was under police 
surveillance, culminating with the arrest of Downer on live 
television and charges by the California Board of Medical 
Quality Assurance for practicing medicine without a 
license. The Clinic moved to its second location at 746 
South Crenshaw Boulevard (not extant) in 1973. In 1974, it 
moved to its third and final location at 1112 South 
Crenshaw Boulevard. An arsonist burned the building in 
1985 and it never reopened. 

Second Wave Feminism and Inclusivity 

Like earlier women’s rights movements, second wave feminism generally, and the legal rights branch 
specifically, was criticized for its lack of inclusivity. Reports of married women feeling criticized and 
unwelcome in some settings were common. Women of color felt they had less in common with their white 
sisters who were not still struggling with their civil rights. Lesbians faced a similar predicament – 
discrimination based on their gender and sexuality. Initially, NOW tried to distance itself from lesbian 

                                                           
271 Spain, Constructive Feminism, 111-112. 
272 Michelle Murphy, “Immodest Witnessing: The Epistemology of Vaginal Self-Examination in the U.S. Feminist Self-Help 
Movement,” Feminist Studies vol. 30, no. 1 (Spring 2004): 123. 

Two unidentified women in front of the Feminist 
Women’s Health Center, exact location unknown 
(undated). Source: Los Angeles Public Library. 
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women fearing they might discredit and distract from the organization’s ability to champion the rights of 
women and achieve political change. However, in 1971, prominent lesbian members of NOW, including 
Los Angeles feminist Eve Norman (b. 1935) 
called for a vote to affirm that lesbian 
oppression was a feminist issue. It passed 
overwhelmingly, and lesbian feminists 
became a significant force in the second wave 
feminist movement nationally and in Los 
Angeles.273 NOW issued a resolution that read, 
“Lesbians have never been excluded from 
NOW, but we have been evasive or apologetic 
about their presence within the organization. 
Afraid of alienating public support, we have 
often treated lesbians as the step-sisters of 
the movement.”274  

A number of scholars have written about the nature of the separate feminist movements in the African 
American and Latina communities. As Benita Roth points out in her book Separate Roads to Feminism: 
Black, Chicana and White Feminist Movements in America’s Second Wave, black and Chicana feminism 
grew as a consequence of participation in the simultaneous Civil Rights/Black Freedom or Chicano 
Movements, respectively.  

Many African American feminists were working within the larger Black Liberation or Black Power 
movements, believing feminism was inherent in the anti-racist struggle. Some tried to incorporate a 
feminist agenda into these movements and were met with resistance, as these movements were 
characterized by strong masculine discourse and the belief that truly revolutionary black women were 
the supportive ones.275 Likewise, black feminists viewed white middle-class women as out of touch with 
those who did not enjoy race or class privilege. Although sympathetic to some aspects of the white 
feminist struggle, most African American women declined to organize within or alongside white feminist 
groups. Many avoided using the feminist label, to avoid the polarizing national debate. Black feminists 
largely functioned in unorganized, decentralized groups doing consciousness-raising at the local level. 

The pragmatic result of this was that few national organizations of black feminists emerged or were 
sustained. A local African American voice promoting feminine progress was Ferrol Bobo Starks (1908-
2006), President of the Los Angeles chapter of the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW). A nurse 
and a teacher, in the early 1960s she held many NCNW meetings at her home at 1466 West 50th Street. 
The National Black Feminist Organization (NBFO) was founded in New York in May of 1973. By 1974, there 

                                                           
273 For more information about the intersection of the feminist and LGBT rights movement, see the SurveyLA LGBT Historic 
Context Statement.  
274 LA Women’s Liberation Movement Collection, 1970-1976, Box 1, Folder 9, Southern California Library of Social Studies and 
Research, Los Angeles, CA. 
275 Benita Roth, Separate Roads to Feminism: Black, Chicana and White Feminist Movements in America’s Second Wave 
(Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 76. 

Lesbian feminist marchers in front of the First African Methodist 
Episcopal Church (2270 South Harvard Boulevard) in 1977. Source: 
Los Angeles Public Library. 



SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement   
Women’s Rights in Los Angeles, 1850-1980 
 

   Page | 67 

were eight local chapters including one in Los Angeles, but there is little known about the chapters.276 The 
NBFO fell apart in 1975, but by some accounts, the Los Angeles chapter kept the name alive and worked 
toward change until the late 1970s.277 In 1973, Wilma Miller278 attempted to form a Los Angeles chapter 
of the San Francisco-based Black Women Organized for Action. There is currently no evidence of her 
success. Meeting locations for these groups do not exist in the currently available written record, although 
some evidence suggests that members’ homes were the most common meeting places.  

Althea Scott (1928-2004) was a Los Angeles-based black feminist who advocated alongside a small group 
of friends. A radiology technician and a member of the Orange County chapter of the NBFO, she was also 
the host of “Ad Lib,” a feminist talk show airing on KTTV/Los Angeles in the mid-1970s. Scott described 
her feminist kinship with white women: “We don’t have to be Siamese twins to be sisters.”279 However, 
she acknowledged the challenges and the need for an ongoing dialogue between African American and 
Caucasian feminists wondering, “how can a liberated woman rush to a meeting leaving her black maid at 
home to look after the children and then wonder where all the black sisters are?”280 

Margaret Wright (1921-1996) espoused feminist principles, played an active role within the Black Power 
movement, and fought for equal education against the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) system 
from her home at 3831 South Woodlawn Avenue. As an activist in the group Women Against Repression, 
she “confronted issues from battering to inequalities in household chores.”281 Wright argued that black 
women had to work for wages and be responsible for the household, yet they were told the struggle for 
black liberation was “a man’s job.”282 “In black women’s liberation,” Wright described, “we don’t want to 
be equal with men, just like in black liberation we’re not fighting to be equal with the white man. We’re 
fighting for the right to be different and to not be punished for it.” 283 

Yvonne Brathwaite Burke (b. 1932) was an outspoken advocate for the ERA and its impact on job equality 
dating back to the late 1960s. Burke (D-Los Angeles) was the first African American woman to serve in the 
state legislature and was one of the first to represent the west in the U.S. Congress. Still other African 
American feminists worked through professional organizations. Los Angeles attorney Sandra L. Carter 
served as the first president of Black Women Lawyers and championed women’s rights as a top priority. 
Another voice for Black Feminism in Los Angeles was Emily F. Gibson, a freelance writer and columnist for 
the Los Angeles Sentinel, who summed up the community’s lack of enthusiasm for the Women’s Liberation 
movement as “Why join when being equal to a black man offers no advance?”284 
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financial literacy, and workforce integration. In 1972, Sheila Kuehl (b. 1941) co-founded the Women’s 
Resource Center at UCLA (Room 2, Dodd Hall, 390 Portola Plaza). The third location of the Center for 
New Directions at CSUN remains at 7112 North Owensmouth Avenue. However, many campus resource 
centers no longer exist. 

Violence Against Women 

One of the important issues for feminists during the 1970s was violence against women. Whether 
domestic, physical, mental, or rape, crimes of violence against women remained under wraps for 
decades as they were seen by law enforcement as family issues not prosecutable under the law. 
Violence against women was an example of an issue that surfaced during the consciousness-raising 
sessions offered at women’s centers and other support groups. Women had nowhere to go to escape 
abuse; there were no battered women’s shelters available.317 As of 1978, the Los Angeles Times 
reported there were just 30 beds for women needing shelter in Los Angeles County.318 By the end of the 
1970s, violence against women had become a major feminist issue. Feminists became crucial in teaching 
women self-defense, establishing rape crisis hotlines, and creating shelters.  

The Crenshaw Center was the initial home of the Anti-Rape Squad, a guerilla effort to expose and 
publicize the crime and provide rides to hitchhiking women. Organized by Joan Robins, it later moved to 
the Westside Women’s Center. In 1973, it was formalized as the Los Angeles Commission on Assaults 
Against Women at the first Los Angeles Conference on Assaults Against Women held at St. Alban’s 
Episcopal Church at 580 South Hilgard Avenue in Westwood. The Commission on Assaults Against 
Women also ran the city’s first rape crisis hotline.319 In 1975, Robins became their Director of Education 
and a visible spokesperson on the topic. Other hotlines established included the Woman Against 
Violence Against Women (WAVAW) Hot Line, the Rape Crisis Hotline, the East Los Angeles Rape Hotline 
(the first Spanish-language hotline), and the South Bay Hotline.  

The location of shelters in Los Angeles is difficult to determine because they were purposefully kept 
secret — handled through word of mouth or referrals to protect women from their abusers. Small 
shelters such as the Women’s Shelter at 745 South Oxford Avenue (not extant) was established in 
1972.320 The first well-publicized battered women’s shelter in Los Angeles was the Sojourner Shelter 
(location unknown),321 established circa 1973.322 The Good Shepard Women’s Shelter (location 
unknown) began operating in 1977. That same year, Haven Hills (location unknown), the first resource 
for battered women in the San Fernando Valley began organizing under the leadership of two Canoga 
Park Women’s Club members, Jacquie Gordon and Cheryl Cornell.323 In 1978, funds for “the first Los 
Angeles shelter for battered women” were allocated by the Los Angeles City Council; the shelter was 
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operated by the Rosasharon Foundation under the direction of Beverly Monasmith (location 
unknown).324 In 1979, a shelter in east Los Angeles was also operated by the Chicana Service Action 
Center (location unknown).325  In 1980, a shelter was opened in a converted garage and two small 
apartment buildings (location unknown).  

Second Wave Feminism and the Media 

Communications and print media were essential to the growth of second wave feminism, a lesson 
learned during the suffrage movement. Feminists replaced flyers and handbills with newsletters, 
magazines, and resource directories. Much of local feminist print media was simply-designed, grass-
roots materials produced in the homes of individual editors or at various women’s centers. New media 
such as radio and television also started to play an important role in raising awareness for the cause. 
With the women’s movement coming of age at approximately the same time as viewer-sponsored 
television, i.e., the transition from VHF channels to public television, feminist programming was an 
important part of the transition.  

One of the earliest feminist newspapers in Los Angeles, Everywoman, published its inaugural issue in 
May of 1970. Known as a “radical feminist newspaper,” some subscribers were reported by the Los 
Angeles Times as having requested that it be delivered in a plan brown wrapper.326 The newspaper took 
its name from the Everywoman Feminist Center and Bookstore at 1043-B West Washington Boulevard, 
but listed its mailing address as 6516 West 83rd Street, a residence. Ann Forfreedom was the only paid 
staff member and the newspaper relied on the work of volunteers such as Vicki Comer, Emilie Diehl, and 
Gail Williamson. Everywoman offered feminist news, articles, fiction, poetry, art, and reviews.  

Other major feminist media included the California NOW News, the newsletter of the state organization, 
and NOW News, the newsletter for the Los Angeles Chapter. The managing editor during the early years 
of NOW News, Leonore Youngman, resided at 1748 Griffith Park Boulevard (not extant) during her 
tenure. Initiated by Nancy Robinson in 1970, the L.A. Women’s Liberation Center Newsletter was 
another grass-roots publication offering a detailed calendar section of workshops at the Center and 
other locations. As noted above, by 1972 the Crenshaw Center’s newsletter had 2,700 subscribers, the 
largest circulation and national readership of any feminist publication. A year later it became the Sister 
newspaper.327 Sister staff included Joan Robins, Sue Talbot, Dixie Youts, Donna Cassyd, and Cheryl 
Diehm, among others.328 
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Appendix B: Women's Rights Known and Designated Resources

Sojourner Truth Home 
(a.k.a. Sojourner Truth 
Industrial Club III)

1807 S Crenshaw Blvd 
(1805 and 1807 S. 
Crenshaw Blvd)

Multi‐family 
residence

Associated with the Sojourner Truth Club of Los Angeles, an early African American woman's club organized to 
improve the low wages and poor working conditions faced by black women. This is the third location of a 
residential home for women operated by the club.  

Westside Women's Center  218 E Venice Blvd (218 S 
Venice Blvd)

Multi‐family 
residence/ 
Women's Center

Local meeting place for the women's movement. The Center purposefully reached out to women of all ages and 
colors and economic conditions to deal with issues in the neighborhood, including those on welfare or with 
drug abuse problems. Causes also included violence against women, anti‐rape squads, and self defense. It was 
affiliated with the Women's Center on Crenshaw. Also the location of a lending library for books on women's 
issues. Also held workshops on carpentry, money management, non‐sexist child rearing, and other women's 
issues and political activism. Per the SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context, this organization was founded in 1970, 
and published a feminist newspaper, provided therapy, and trained women in the building trades. 

UCLA Women's Resource 
Center 

405 N Hilgard Ave (Room 
2, Dodd Hall, 390 Portola 
Plaza, UCLA)

Resource Center Women’s resource centers were also often opened on college campuses. By 1977, Cal State University, Los 
Angeles, Pierce College, UCLA and LA Valley College all had centers providing information and referral services 
for questions about health, legal matters, professional or career choices and personal problems.  In 1972, 
Sheila Kuehl (b. 1941) co‐founded the Women’s Resource Center at UCLA. 

Center for New Directions 
III

7112 N Owensmouth 
Ave

Service Center Third location of the women's resource center sponsored by Cal State University Northridge (CSUN) and the San 
Fernando Valley branch of the American Association of University Women. Location of one‐on‐one counseling 
and seminars on legal rights, financial literacy, and entering the workforce. Evelyn Ghormley was the director 
during this period. More information needed on the duration of the program. 

Chicana Service Center 435 S Boyle Ave Service Center Woman's center from the feminist woman's movement period; the only one in Los Angeles solely dedicated to 
Latinas. Sponsored by the Comision Femenil Mexicana (CFM), the center expanded services to two additional 
locations by 1975. Gloria Molina served as the CFM president circa 1976. The center provided a variety of 
services for women including job readiness, language assistance, child care, and family planning/social service 
referrals.

Gay Women's Service 
Center (first location)

1168 N Glendale Blvd Service Center In early 1971, Del Whan and Virginia Hoeffding opened the first location of the Gay Women’s Service Center at 
1168 Glendale Boulevard.

Haven Hills restricted Shelter The first resource for battered women in the San Fernando Valley; began organizing under the leadership of two 
Canoga Park Women's Club members, Jacquie Gordon and Cheryl Cornell. 

Rosasharon Foundation 
Shelter (Battered Women's 
Shelter)

restricted Shelter Largest early, non‐religious battered women's shelter in Los Angeles, and one of very few in the county prior to 
1980. Location TBD ‐ Trying Yvonne Brathwaite Burke Papers at USC. Location purposefully kept secret to protect 
women.

Sojourner Shelter 
(Sojourner Center)

restricted Shelter Sojourner Center was founded in 1977 as an emergency program for women transitioning back into society 
after release from prison. The shelter was founded because women leaving the criminal justice system rarely 
had the skills or support to be successful in the outside world. Sojourner Center provided a temporary home 
as well as programs that taught self‐sufficiency, empowerment and family skills, which helped the women 
rebuild their lives.

Sunshine Mission (Casa de 
Rosas)

954‐1008 W Adams Blvd 
(2600 S Hoover St)

Shelter Designated HCM #241 and listed on the National Register.

Women's Center / 
Women's Liberation Center 
/ Crenshaw Women's 
Center / Women's Choice 
Clinic

1027 S Crenshaw Blvd Women's Service 
Center/ Multi‐
family residence 
(duplex turned 
commercial)

Significant as the first women's center in Los Angeles that functioned as a safe space for nurturing the 
autonomy of women and organizing for the second wave of feminism and the Women's Liberation Movement. 
These types of centers were the heart of the early feminist movement. Also potentially significant for its 
association with feminist Joan Robins, founder. The building was home to consciousness raising sessions, 
feminist film screenings and a feminist theater group. Also the home of the Anti‐Rape Squad. Additionally 
significant as the first self‐help feminist health clinic in Los Angeles and the first in the nation; its layout and 
services were widely emulated nationwide by other clinics and it became the first in a network of affiliated 
clinics under the Feminist Women's Health Center (FWHC) name. When the Women's Center closed in 1972, 
the clinic expanded to both sides of the duplex building.

Magnolia Residence Home 
/ Japanese YMCA

2616 E 3rd St YWCA Significant as a home for single Japanese girls. By 1940 it was home to 14 Japanese women who came to LA 
for work or study. 
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Theme 5 – Homosexuality: The Mental Illness That Never Was (1948-1980) 

At one time, homosexuality was considered both a criminal act and a mental disorder. 

In both legal and medical texts, the term homosexuality was applied to both men and 

women and a broad range of transgressive sexual or gender behaviors. It was 

decriminalized in most of the United States, although not California, before it was 

removed from the diagnostic manuals as a pathology that should be cured. More 

enlightened behavioral science perspectives began to emerge in the 1950s. The 

research of Dr. Alfred Kinsey and Dr. Evelyn Hooker challenged the traditional notion of 

the male-female, masculine-feminine, homosexual-heterosexual binaries. The works of 

Kinsey, Hooker, and other behavioral scientists played an important role in the history of 

the gay liberation movement. Finally free from the stigma of being considered mentally 

ill, LGBT persons began to experience more tolerance from mainstream American 

society during the 1970s; however, achieving greater acceptance would take several 

more decades.  

The scientific study of sexuality began in 19th century Europe with the medical 

profession. Doctors were called on as experts in legal proceedings against individuals 

who were engaging in homosexual behavior, which was a crime. Indeed, the 

Hungarian writer Karl Maria Kertbeny coined the term ―homosexual‖ in 1869 while 

campaigning against German sodomy laws. The medical and psychological fields 

during this period established the theory that individuals were innocent because same-

sex attraction was innate; therefore individuals should be placed under psychiatric care 

rather than prosecuted as criminals. The term ―sexual inversion‖ was popularized by the 

English sexologist Havelock Ellis who believed that homosexuality was a congenital 

variation of sexuality and not a disease. The notion of sexual inversion continued to 

dominate behavioral science theories about homosexuality into the 20th century as 

researchers employed the latest techniques to uncover its biological basis.  

Even before sex hormones were discovered, homosexuals were hypothesized to be 

neuroendocrinological hermaphrodites. This was the preferred theory of German 

sexologist Magnus Hirschfeld. Hirschfeld was perhaps the first physician who was public 

about his own sexual orientation and was a tireless advocate for gay rights. He founded 

the Scientific  Humanitarian Committee in Berlin in 1897, which lobbied for the 

decriminalization of homosexual acts. Hirschfeld argued homosexuality was an 

intermediate sex and a natural, biological variant in  the spectrum between absolute 

maleness and femaleness. Hirschfeld was also a pioneer in writing about what is now 

referred to as gender identity disorder.115 

During the early part of the 20th century, many psychiatrists and psychologists believed 

that homosexuality should and could be ―cured‖ through therapy. In the 1940s and 

1950s, LGBT persons could be involuntarily committed to psychiatric facilities by their 

families. Men and women arrested for unconventional sexual or gender behaviors were 

sometimes forced to accept incarceration in a mental hospital as a part of a plea 
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bargain. For example, in 1954 ONE Magazine contributing artist Sidney Bronstein was 

entrapped by an LAPD vice officer in Pershing Square. The judge in the case offered 

Bronstein his choice between three months in a mental hospital or one year in prison. 

―The judge did not expect the hospital to cure Bronstein of his homosexuality, but he 

believed that psychotherapy would curb Bronstein of his promiscuity and help him 

‗adjust to society‘.‖116 While some hospitals practiced psychotherapy, Bronstein was 

sent to the Atascadero State Mental Hospital in San Luis Obispo County, which was 

designed for sexually violent criminals.  

About sixty percent of the inmate population at Atascadero were sex offenders, 

including many convicted of consensual adult sodomy or oral sex. At the beginning, 

the institution was relatively relaxed, even if ineffective in "curing" those incarcerated 

there. A key philosophy of the institution was controlling inmates who were resistant to 

treatment or authority. Doctors performed a steady but small stream of lobotomies. 

However, the main treatment, which Atascadero pioneered, was an aversion therapy 

involving the drug succinylchloride, commonly known as Anectine, a muscle relaxant. 

While the victim was unable to breathe, but fully conscious, the 'therapist' would tell him 

to stop having ―unnatural‖ thoughts about men. 117 This drug was used continually at 

Atascadero until 1969, when a visiting law 

student raised a scandal about its use. 

In 1952, the American Psychiatric 

Association (APA) included homosexuality 

under ―sociopathic personality 

disturbance‖ in its first official list of mental 

disorders. But the idea that homosexuality 

was a disease began to slowly change by 

the middle of the century thanks to the 

work of Dr. Alfred Kinsey, Dr. Evelyn 

Hooker, and Dr. Blanche Baker. Kinsey 

was a sexologist who founded the 

Institute for Sex Research at Indiana 

University in 1947. He is best known for 

writing Sexual Behavior in the Human 

Male (1948) and Sexual Behavior in the 

Human Female (1953), commonly 

referred to as the Kinsey Reports. The 

Kinsey Reports demonstrated that homosexuality was more common than was 

assumed, suggesting that these behaviors are normal and part of a continuum of 

sexual behaviors.  

                                                 
116 Craig M. Loftin, Masked Voices: Gay Men and Lesbians in Cold War America (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 

2012), 193. 
117 This very polite account was drawn from graphic exposes of Atascadero in the early 1970s. See John 

LaStala, ―Atascadero: Dachau for Queers?‖ The Advocate, April 26, 1972, 11, 13 (LaStala was an inmate in 

1955); Rob Cole, ―Inside Atascadero IV: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Treatment‖ in The Advocate, 

October 11, 1972, 5. 

 
Figure 20: The pioneering work Dr. Evelyn Hooker 

challenged the widely held belief that 

homosexuality was a disease. Source: 

http://psychology.ucdavis.edu/faculty_sites/rainb

ow/html/hooker2.html 
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Hooker was a psychologist who taught at UCLA during the 1940s and 50s. One of her 

students introduced her to the gay and lesbian subculture of Los Angeles, which 

became her life‘s work. In 1954, she applied for a grant from the National Institute of 

Mental Health to conduct a scientific study comparing homosexual and heterosexual 

men. Through her contacts at the Mattachine Society and ONE Incorporated, she 

found homosexual men who were willing to participate in the study.118 In 1956, she 

presented her paper ―The Adjustment of the Male Overt Homosexual‖ at a meeting of 

APA in Chicago. Her research showed that gay men are as well-adjusted as straight 

men.119 

Baker was a psychologist from San Francisco who travelled frequently to Los Angeles to 

collaborate with the administrators of ONE Incorporated. ―She consulted with ONE Inc. 

and their Social Services Division from 1955-1958, before beginning a column in ONE 

Magazine in 1958 called ―Toward Understanding.‖ Dr. Baker‘s advice column took on a 

wide array of issues including the causes of homosexuality, social isolation, gay 

marriage, gays in the military, latent homosexuality, and fetishes. Unfortunately the 

column lasted only until 1960 when Dr. Baker passed away. Although Dr. Baker‘s 

collaboration with ONE Inc. was short lived, the courage to use her status to speak out 

against the prejudices of her profession gave sorely needed support to ONE Inc. and its 

readers the world around.‖120 

In the 1960s, the leaders of the gay liberation movement used the works of Kinsey and 

Hooker to confront the APA and other mental health professional organizations. LGBT 

persons were denied many basic rights under the law, in part, because homosexuality 

was designated a mental disorder. The designation also exacerbated societal 

prejudices towards the LGBT community. The APA made one small step toward 

accepting homosexuality as an aspect of normal sexual behavior in 1968 when they 

moved it from the ―sociopathic‖ to ―sexual deviation‖ category. In 1969, a National 

Institute of Mental Health study chaired by Hooker urged the decriminalization of 

private sex acts between consenting adults. 

In 1970, members of the Gay Liberation Front disrupted the APA conference in San 

Francisco, which effectively forced one of the first dialogues between mental health 

professional and the LGBT community. In 1973, the APA finally removed homosexuality 

from its list of mental illnesses. The declassification of homosexuality as a mental illness 

allowed gay and lesbian psychiatrists and psychologists and issues affecting LGBT 

patients to achieve greater visibility. Prior to 1973, gay and lesbian professionals in the 

field of mental health feared that they would lose their jobs and licenses if their true 

identities were known.  

                                                 
118 Incidentally, Hooker was friends and neighbors with the author Christopher Isherwood.  
119 Katherine S. Milar, ―The Myth Buster,‖ Monitor on Psychology, February 2011, Vol. 42, No. 2, accessed 

February 17, 2014, http://www.apa.org/monitor/2011/02/myth-buster.aspx. 
120 ―Dr. Blanche Baker and One Inc.,‖ ONE Archives at the USC Libraries, accessed February 18, 2014, 

http://one.usc.edu/dr-blanche-baker-and-one-inc/. 

http://www.apa.org/monitor/2011/02/myth-buster.aspx
http://one.usc.edu/dr-blanche-baker-and-one-inc/
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By the late 1970s, the focus of the 

mental health community shifted 

from attempting to ―cure‖ 

homosexuality to assisting the 

special needs of LGBT persons 

who were at higher risk for mental 

disorders such as depression, 

anxiety, and substance abuse 

because of the stress of societal 

condemnation. The increased 

tolerance of LGBT persons by 

mainstream American society in 

the 1970s did not necessarily 

translate into acceptance. This 

was especially true for teenagers 

coming out to their families. 

Rejection by family members 

resulted in higher rates of 

homelessness and suicidal 

thoughts among LGBT persons 

than their straight counterparts. Among the early organizations to support the medical 

and mental health needs of LGBT persons were the Gay Community Service Center 

(GCSC), the Van Ness Recovery House, the Los Angeles Women‘s Center, the Feminist 

Women‘s Health Center, and the Alcoholism Center for Women. 

The following tables describe designated and known resources associated with 

healthcare and social service agencies that supported the LGBT community. Eligibility 

Standards address purpose-built clinics, residential properties used by therapist as well 

as those converted into treatment facilities.  

Designated Resources 

Resource Name Location Comments 

Alcoholism Center for Women 1147 S. Alvarado Street This property is known as the 

Thomas Potter Residence and 

is designated LAHCM # 327 for 

its architecture. It also appears 

to be significant in this context 

for its association with the 

Alcoholism Center for Women. 

Founded by Brenda Weathers 

in 1974, this was a pioneering 

residential treatment center for 

women/lesbian alcoholics. 

 

 

 
 
Figure 21: The Alcoholism Center for Women is an example 

of a residential treatment center.  

Source: http://www.alcoholismcenterforwomen.org/ 
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Known Resources 

Resource Name Location Comments 

Van Ness Recovery House 1919 N. Beachwood Drive Founded by Don Kilhefner in 

1973, this was the first 

residential substance abuse 

and treatment facility 

specifically for LGBT persons. 

Evelyn Hooker Residence 400 S. Saltair Avenue Hooker (1907-1996) was a 

psychologist and professor at 

UCLA. Her research played a 

critical role in refuting the idea 

that homosexuality was a 

mental illness.  

Liberation House 1168 N. Edgemont Street In 1971, the GCSC opened the 

initial ―Liberation House‖ on 

Edgemont Street, the nation‘s 

first facility for homeless gay 

adults and youth. This would 

be followed later that year by 

four additional ―Liberation 

Houses,‖ one exclusively for 

female adults and youth, and 

a fifth free overnight ―crash 

pad‖ for up to 12 men and 

women (houses were located 

on Van Ness, Oxford, Central 

and Las Palmas).  A sixth, 

opened on in 1972, was coed. 

The Women‘s Center 1027 Crenshaw Boulevard 

 

The Women's Center opened 

in 1972. Services included 

psychological, job, and 

abortion counseling, a suicide 

hotline for lesbians, a volunteer 

switchboard and a small 

bookstore (which morphed 

into Sisterhood.) Raided by the 

LAPD in 1972 for practicing 

medicine without a license. 

Feminist Women‘s Health 

Center 

746 Crenshaw Boulevard Founded in 1971, the Feminist 

Women‘s Health Center was 

the first self-help health clinic in 

the country. Raided by the 

LAPD in 1972 for practicing 

medicine without a license. 
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